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Assets Committee – Minutes 
 
 

Meeting of Sheringham Town Council’s Assets Committee held at Sheringham Community Centre on           
7 September 2021 at 7.30pm 

 
 

Committee members present: Councillors Espin (Chair), Smith (Vice-Chair), and Beazley, Farley, Pegg, 

Shepherd and Worboys 

Co-opted members: M. Ashcroft – WRAHA Representative and F. Farrow – Honourable Warden 

Visiting members in attendance: Councillor Ratcliffe (Ex-officio) and Withington   

Officers in attendance: Kelly Batterham – Deputy Town Clerk 

 
 

1. To receive and note apologies for absence 
 

Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Ashcroft, Brisbane and 
Gabriel. 
 

2. Declarations of interest and dispensations relating to items on the agenda 
 
Councillor Worboys declared an interest as an Allotment tenant and confirmed that he 
holds a dispensation in relation to Allotment matters. 
    
 

3.  Items requiring a resolution under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings Act 
1960) to exclude the press and public pursuant to Standing Order 3d. 
 

There were none.  
 

4. Opportunity for members of the public wishing to speak on matters relating to 
business being transacted at this meeting for up to 15 minutes in accordance 
with Standing Order 3e 
 

No members of the public were in attendance.    
 

  

5.  Allotments 
 

a) To receive notification of Allotment Award winners:  
The Deputy Clerk informed members that the Allotment Awards would be 
presented at the October Full Council meeting.   
 

b) To receive verbal report from Weybourne Road Allotment Holders 
Association Representative: 
The WRAHA representative also being the Plot Allocation Officer confirmed 
that the handover of the Allotment waiting list completed on 3rd August and 
then gave a detailed description of the process to members of the Assets 
Committee. In addition, the WRAHA representative updated members on the 
number of current vacant plots (with the view that this is subject to change as 
renewals have been sent out) and numbers on the waiting list. 
The Chair wished to convey the thanks of the Assets Committee to both the 
Administrator and the Plot Allocation Officer for the successful handover of the 
waiting list. 
 

c) To receive report on current status:  
Members had all been furnished with a report from the Administrator. 
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d) Notice of Motion in accordance with Standing Order 9 
To receive Notice of Motion from Cllr Espin: 
i) To agree to purchase 12 raised bed sections from British 

Recycled Plastic at a cost of £6,128.40 + vat.  
ii) To give delegated authority to the Clerk’s office to establish the 

most practical way of installing the raised beds. 
 
Following concern from a member regarding the use of plastic for the 
replacement raised beds, an in-depth discussion took place. The option of 
using hardwood sleepers was discussed and members were reminded of the 
history of STC moving from wooden beds to the recycled plastic construction. 
 
The Chair proposed, The Vice-Chair seconded, and the Committee agreed by 
6 votes for and 1 against, to purchase 12 raised bed sections from British 
Recycled Plastic at a cost of £6,128.40 + vat. 
The Chair proposed, The Vice-Chair seconded, and the Committee agreed 
unanimously to give delegated authority to the Clerk’s office to establish the 
most practical way of installing the raised beds. 
 

e) To receive Clerk’s report on the Allotment Allocation and Former Kitchen 
Garden Consideration Task & Finish Group and to consider 
recommendations: 
Councillor Worboys quoted Standing Order 1G and proposed an amendment 
to a motion. Councillor Worboys furnished all members with a paper copy of 
the amendment.  
Discussion ensued. The Deputy Clerk reminded members that the report 
circulated was written by The Clerk and contained recommendations only – no 
proposition was on the floor at this time. The Chair recommended therefore 
that a discussion regarding the contents of the report ensue to allow all 
members to convey their views on the report. 
 

Members noted recommendation 1 and 2 of the report. 
 

The Vice Chair proposed, Councillor Pegg seconded, and the Committee 
agreed by 6 votes for and 1 against, that the Task & Finish Group be 
concluded, and subsequently no further Task & Finish Group be established 
on the same or similar matter for the remaining municipal year 2021/22. 
 
Councillor Worboys proposed, Councillor Pegg seconded, and the Committee 
agreed unanimously, that it is included in the 2022/23 budget to implement 
the cultivation of the area referred to as the kitchen garden, in order to 
establish lettable allotment plots on the model of the existing plots and 
tenancies on the Weybourne Road allotment site.  
 

f) Notice of Motion in accordance with Standing Order 9 
To receive Notice of Motion from Cllr Espin:  
To dissolve the Tenancy Agreement and Fees Review Task & Finish 
Group and recommend to Council consequential amendments to the 
framework: 
The Chair proposed, The Vice Chair seconded, and it was agreed by 6 votes 
for and 1 against, to dissolve the Tenancy Agreement and Fees Review Task 
& Finish Group and recommend to Council consequential amendments to the 
framework. 
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6.  CCTV 
Notice of Motion in accordance with Standing Order 9 
To receive Notice of Motion from Cllr Espin (Chair): 
 
The Chair proposed, The Vice Chair seconded, and the Committee agreed 
unanimously, for the Clerk to liaise with the CCTV Contractor to move towards 
finding a permanent solution in relation to the viewing of CCTV and then to consider 
the future needs for CCTV system and submit a report to the next Assets Committee. 
Cllr Withington suggested contacting Cromer Town Council as they are in the process 
of installing CCTV in the Town.  
 

7. Cemetery 
Notice of Motion in accordance with Standing Order 9 
To receive motion from Cllr Espin (Chair): 
 
The Chair proposed, The Vice Chair seconded, and it was agreed unanimously that 
the Clerk’s office review Cemetery fees annually and submit a report to the Assets 
Committee for consideration and recommend to Council consequential amendments 
to the framework.  
 

8. Commons 
 

a) To receive Commons report from the Honorary Warden and any verbal 
update: 
The Honorary Warden referred to the Common Reed situation.  
 

b) To receive and consider proposed winter works schedule: 
The Chair proposed, The Vice Chair seconded, and the Committee agreed 
unanimously to accept the proposed winter works. 
 

c) To receive and consider Common Reed report:  
The Honorary Warden confirmed that he was in the process of cutting the 
Common Reed using a scythe and was looking for volunteers to help. The 
Honorary Warden was awaiting some advice from Natural England in relation 
to the ongoing management of the Common Reed and highlighted that further 
works may be required following that advice. Members were concerned over 
the sustainability of the current arrangement and accepted that contractors 
maybe required to deal with the issue in the future.  
 

d) To receive and consider pond clearance report:  
Members briefly discussed the need for the pond clearance. The Deputy Clerk 
would ask the Clerk to authorise the works.  
 

9. Community Centre 
To receive Community Centre Review Report from the Working Group and 
consider recommendations contained therein:  
 
The Vice Chair proposed, The Chair seconded, and the Committee agreed 
unanimously that a formal application be submitted to NNDC, should one be 
required, for an alteration to the existing Certificate of Lawfulness for Existing Use or 
Development (CLEUD) to enable continued use of Room 3 as an office. 
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The Vice Chair proposed, The Chair seconded, and the Committee agreed 
unanimously to accept option 2 of the quotation from Power Coatings in respect of 
the lift shaft pit at a cost of £4,768 + vat and the work be carried out. The cost to be 
taken from the unused ‘alterations to Clerks office’ budget.  
 
The Vice Chair proposed, The Chair seconded, and the Committee agreed 
unanimously that the two kitchens at the CC be upgraded in accordance with 
Environmental Health advice by the installation of separate hand-washing facilities in 
both together with double kitchen sinks in place of the current ones. The cost to be 
met from the remaining (refer to above) unused ‘alterations to Clerk’s office’ budget 
with any further balance from the CC maintenance budget.  
 

10. Putting Greens 
To receive verbal update: 
 
The Vice Chair as lead of the Putting Green Working Group gave a brief verbal 
update. The Vice Chair informed members that several meetings of the Working 
Group had taken place, discussions with NNDC, District Cllrs and the Police had 
taken place which resulted in anti-social behaviour issues at the Station Approach 
Putting Green and minor repairs being dealt with quickly and effectively.  
 
Councillor Shepherd left the meeting 
 

11. Street Lighting 
To receive Street Lighting report from the Working Group and consider 
recommendations contained therein:  
 
The Vice Chair proposed, Councillor Beazley seconded, and the Committee agreed 
unanimously that the Assets Committee approve the renewal of the TT Jones 
contract for a further two years at the current price.  
 
Councillor Shepherd re-entered the meeting 
 

12. Budget for 2022/23 
Initial discussions surrounding recommendations for the inclusion in the 
2022/23 budget: 
 
The Chair initiated discussions and asked for members ideas. A discussion took place 
regarding walkways on the Common and the Honorary Warden added valuable input. 
The discussion moved to the proceeds from the sale of the Town Hall, members were 
reminded that direction from Full Council in relation to STC priorities was needed prior 
to making any decisions. The Chair informed members that recommendations would 
need to be revisited at the next Assets Committee meeting to enable consideration for 
the 2022/23 budget. 
 

7. Date of next meeting   
 

The date of the next meeting of the Committee was noted as Tuesday, 2 November 
2021.  
 

Meeting closed at 9.16pm 

 


